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Since Proposition 227, eliminating bilingual instruction in favor of a one year immersion in English, passed there has been much said, both pro and con.  (I might as well toss my opinion into the ring.  I’m in favor of Prop 227.)





Students taught in our public schools should either be citizens or be expected to become citizens.  And as citizens, be able to take part in our electoral processes.  It seems to me that fluency in a common language is necessary if all citizens are to have access to the same information and the same opportunities.





From my point of view, I’m just rushing the end results.  Most second and all third generations of immigrant stock will speak English. However, even then, economic and social discrimination could persist.





I dismiss the concern that children taught in English would lose their “cultural heritage”.  If they live in a home where only a language other than English is spoken, they’re not going to grow up unable to speak their parent’s language.  And those parents will pass on their culture.  





My principal concern with the implementation of Prop 227 is that during this one year of English immersion the focus will be on educating students in a subject or subjects while using only English in the classroom.  The focus should be in educating the students to read, write and speak English using the various academic subjects as the classroom drill or vehicle.  This might mean these students will need one additional year of schooling to learn the under taught subjects.





If I had my druthers, and Prop 227 would allow it, I’d like to see all first graders taught in English next year with all first and second graders taught in English the following  year, etc. Given the accepted ability of young minds to learn multiple languages, this would take care of all beginning students.





Teaching English to older students won’t be as easy. I don’t know that Prop 227 provides enough flexibility to “immerse” them in English more slowly.  The education system could probably find a way but I wouldn’t bet too much that it would be willing to embrace two different methods, immersion for younger students and semi-immersion for older students.





It’s a sad fact that the leaders of the educational system wouldn’t admit that the present process wasn’t working until passage of Prop 227 seemed assured.  Their concern appeared to be more with maintaining the status quo rather than improving a faulty process.  





People with limited fluency in English are limited in their job opportunities.  This keeps them and their families in the lower economic segment of society for at least one extra generation and probably longer.  If both the first and second generation of immigrants have limited opportunities, it is unlikely they will be able to support a higher education for the third generation.  





We’re not doing anyone a favor by delaying their attainment of fluency in the English language.





In a more pragmatic vein, the absence of bilingual education in the past doesn’t seem to have seriously hindered the Italian, German, Polish, Etc. immigrants from becoming integrated into the American culture.  Why should we, whose ancestors all came from overseas, presume that present immigrants need special handling?





The present system results in those students currently being educated ending up with English as their second language.  It would seem to be much preferable for them to grow up with English as their primary language so they would speak that language comfortably when they have children.





There are enough racial, religious, ethnic, political, social, economic, regional categories separating us now without adding language to the list.  





